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 Overal l ,  near ly  hal f  (49 percent)  o f  a l l  publ ic  school  s tudents  were ident i f ied as  at -

r i sk  in  SY15 -16  

 Compared to  non -at - r isk  s tudents,  at - r isk  s tudents  were more l ike ly  to  be Af r ican -

American,  receiv ing spec ial  educat ion ser v ices ,  and in  h igh school  

 The geographic  d is t r ibut ion of  at - r isk  s tudents  mirrors  soc ioeconomic 

st rat i f icat ion of  DC:  more than hal f  o f  a l l  publ ic  school  s tudents  in  Ward 7  (56 

percent)  and Ward 8  (68 percent )  were ident i f ied as  at - r isk  in  SY15 -16;  by  

comparison,  only  f i ve  percent  of  Ward 3  students were ident i f ied as  at - r isk  

 The concentrat ion of  at - r isk  students  ranges by  school :  52 schools had less  than 

20 percent  at - r isk  enro l lment  (28 DCPS and 24 PCS)  whi le  another  15 schools  had 

enro l lments  greater  than 80 percent  at - r isk  (12 DCPS and 3  PCS)  

 Fi rs t  implemented in  FY15 as  par t  o f  an overhaul  o f  the  Uni form per  Student  

Funding Formula (UPSFF)  based on a  repor t  commissioned by  DME, The  Cos t  of  

S tudent  Achievement:  Repor t  of  the  DC Educat ion Adequacy Study  

 At - r isk  UPSFF weight  intended to  prov ide new,  supplemental  funding so  LEAs can 

bet ter  ser ve students who are  at - r isk  of  academic fa i lure  

 Current  weight  i s  $2 ,079 per  pupi l  ( the summer school  weight  was e l iminated and 

funds for  summer  school  were fo lded into  the at - r isk  weight) ;  th is  i s  in  addit ion to  

the UPSFF foundat ion of  $9 ,492  

 Total  at - r isk  funding in  FY16 was $80.9 mi l l ion  

 

 

 

OVERVIEW 



 Students who are “at-risk of academic failure” (commonly 
referred to as “at-risk”) are those who are: 

 Homeless; 

 In the District’s foster care system; 

 Qualify for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF) or the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP); or  

 Over-age: high school students that are one year older, 
or more, than the expected age for the grade in which 
the students are enrolled.  

 The definition and requirements of at-risk were legislated 
via the “Fair Student Funding and School-Based Budgeting 
Amendment Act of 2013.”  

 

 

HOW DO WE DEFINE “AT-RISK”? 



RISK CHARACTERISTICS  

OF TOTAL AT-RISK POPULATION  
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Source: At-risk achievement summary, Tembo Analytics (February 2016). 



WHO ARE OUR AT-RISK STUDENTS?  
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Compared to non-at-risk students, at-risk students were more likely to be African-American, 

more likely to be receiving special education services, and more likely to be in high school. 



HOW DO AT-RISK STUDENTS PERFORM 

ACADEMICALLY?  

Source: Data on performance on the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers 

(PARCC), Office of the State Superintendent of Education. 
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SHARE OF AT-RISK STUDENT 

POPULATION BY WARD OF RESIDENCE  



HOW IS THE AT-RISK POPULATION 

DISTRIBUTED ACROSS SECTORS?  

55% 45% 

Share of At-Risk Student Population by Sector 

% of At-Risk Population

Attending DCPS

% of At-Risk Population

Attending PCS



0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

DCPS PCS

46% 48% 

% Non-At-Risk

% At-Risk

WHAT PERCENTAGE OF EACH SECTOR’S 

STUDENT POPULATION IS AT-RISK? 

Share of Each Sector’s Student Population that is At-Risk 



AT-RISK ENROLLMENT, BY SCHOOL AND 

CONCENTRATION  
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AT-RISK STUDENT ENROLLMENT, BY SECTOR 

AND CONCENTRATION  

Percentage ranges of at-risk students  
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